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as governor-general. Nor could the author do justice to the British 
Dar Fur expedition of May, 1916, its successful conclusion, and the 
future relationship of this state to the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. Further- 
more, the value of the book would have been greatly enhanced, if the 
author had included in several of the chapters a complete account of the 
subject under discussion. For instance, chapter XXII. on the South 
African Union contains no summary of the various steps in the forma- 
tion of the Union and but one date — that of the proclamation of the 
Union on December 3, 1909. In chapter VI., entitled the Colonial Ven- 
tures of Italy, he passes over the details of the Italian " pacific penetra- 
tion " into Tripoli and the events of the Turko-Italian War— particu- 
larly on the Italian side — because he had told this story in his volume on 
The New Map of Europe. Even in his account of Moroccan affairs, he 
omits some important details, such as the attempt of Emperor William 
to secure the immediate recognition of Mulai Hafid in 1908, and he 
leaves out entirely the significant episode of Agadir, because " it belongs 
to European history ". And, curiously enough, in the excellent chapter 
on " Egypt becomes an English Protectorate ", he fails to give any 
description of the Kitchener reforms of 1913 or of the events which led 
to the declaration of war between Turkey and the Entente Allies. 

The publishers, unfortunately, have injured a good work, both by 
their poor book-making and their misleading advertisements. The maps 
are inferior in quality and inaccurate in coloring. They fail to draw 
attention adequately to those phases of development which they were 
intended to illustrate; and their usefulness, without a map of Africa as 
it will be after the Great War for comparison, is questionable. To de- 
scribe the volume in such indefinite and misleading terms as, giving 
"the history especially on the diplomatic side of the crucial years 1899 
to the great war ", and as, covering " a field as yet untouched in compact 
form in any language ", is as poor a piece of advertisement as the cum- 
bersome, double-headed title. Readers are apt either to be driven away 
by the confusion of statement, or to be disappointed with the contents of 
the book. A frank statement of the exact contents will always help the 
sale of a volume — particularly of so good a colonial study as this one is. 

Norman Dwight Harris. 
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Descriptive Catalogue of the Documents relating to the History of 
the United States in the Papeles Procedentes de Cuba deposited 
in the Archivo General de Indias at Seville. By Roscoe R. Hill, 
Professor of History in the University of New Mexico. (Wash- 
ington: Carnegie Institution of Washington. 1916. Pp. xliii, 
594-) 
Historical research and prospecting for gold seem much alike; at 

least the outcome of the venture in each case is uncertain, as Professor 
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Hill and his sponsors discovered in the special investigations that re- 
sulted in the present volume. They started out to examine the collection 
in the Archivo General de Indias known as the Papeles Procedentes de 
Cuba, with the intention of calendaring all the papers in that collection 
relating to the United States. But when Mr. Hill, after making a begin- 
ning at Seville, found out that there awaited his more careful attention 
928 legajos (expanded by subdivision to 954), out of the 2400 com- 
prised in that one collection of the archive, and that the number of docu- 
ments in them totalled nearly half a million, he and Dr. Jameson deter- 
mined to modify their original plan. Obviously the present demands of 
American scholarship would not warrant the printing of a calendar in 
fifty volumes. On the other hand, should Mr. Hill select some twenty- 
five legajos for calendaring, he could not be sure that those selected 
would be the most important. So he proposed an alternative plan of 
which the present Descriptive Catalogue is the outcome. 

In following out this plan Mr. Hill, aided by trained clerks, examined 
all of the above legajos containing material relating to the United States. 
He has prepared a general description for 532 of these and from this 
number selected 143 for thorough calendaring. The slips, thus prepared, 
are available for investigators at the Department of Historical Research 
of the Carnegie Institution. The remaining 413 legajos (excluding 
eight that are useless and one missing) are such as he could describe 
with greater brevity than the former class (the 532). In addition Mr. 
Hill prepared a series of photographs of the more interesting documents 
in order to show the character of the papers and the autographs of 
various Spanish officials. 

In undertaking his truly formidable task, Mr. Hill had the advantage 
of very little previous work. Professor Shepherd's Guide, that ap- 
peared some ten years ago, is very brief and its general description of 
the Papeles de Cuba somewhat misleading. Yet this furnished the 
starting-point for the present work. Dr. Robertson's List of Docu- 
ments, describing such transcripts as were in the United States seven 
years ago, is stimulating but not particularly helpful to such a cata- 
loguer. Some articles and check-lists in print, which Mr. Hill has listed, 
give an idea of the vastness and importance of the archive as a whole, 
but not much information of its various sections. For the Papeles de 
Cuba there were some check-lists prepared at the time when the collec- 
tion was transferred to Spain, some thirty years ago, and some careful 
indexes made in connection with an earlier transfer (1856-1869) and 
prepared anew in 1876. Fortunately copies of these indexes, whose 
originals remain in Havana, could be used in preparing this work. They 
have been checked up with the contents of the legajos and found to be 
substantially correct. 

Mr. Hill's introduction gives a running account of the collection from 
the first measures to bring it together and shows the various sources 
from which its multifarious material has been obtained. Contrary to 
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previous impressions, the papers were generally found in order and with 
very few lacunae. This is remarkable in view of the vicissitudes expe- 
rienced by the papers in removal from Louisiana and Florida to Cuba 
and from that island to Seville, and the comparative neglect that awaited 
them in the latter place, until within the last decade. Fortunately better 
storage facilities are now available in the Casa Lonja, and historical 
students may rest assured that this really priceless collection for the 
study of our early relations with Spain is reasonably safe from all 
destructive agencies except those of the recent Hunnish variety. Mr. 
Hill gives a complete list of the manuscript indexes and inventories that 
exist in the collection and also an extensive list of abbreviations he has 
employed. Mr. David M. Matteson has prepared a very full index of 
a hundred pages, comprising a sixth part of the entire volume. His 
citations are to legajos and this plan will prove helpful to those who 
wish to check the references made by future writers. 

One can only determine the definite value of the work by using it. 
The reviewer can say, after personally testing portions of Mr. Hill's 
preliminary notes in Seville and also the slips deposited in Washington, 
that both are exceedingly helpful. It is possible for an investigator to 
determine from the printed Descriptive Catalogue what legajos would 
be of service to him. In cases where these legajos are fully listed, he 
could, by corresponding with the Director of the Department of His- 
torical Research, or by a personal visit, select such documents as he 
wished to have copied. He might also, through Mr. Hill's notes, locate 
the legajo numbers of the documents listed by Robertson, although this 
would be a more uncertain process. The copying of documents, in 
normal times at least, would thus largely be a matter of detail, arranged 
expeditiously and at the minimum expense. Mr. Hill is to be com- 
mended for his painstaking labor in bringing about this result. It is to 
be hoped that the Carnegie Institution, having thus inaugurated its series 
of more complete descriptive volumes, may shortly be in a position to 
continue this valuable work in other Spanish repositories. 

Isaac Joslin Cox. 

Guide to Materials for American History in Russian Archives. By 
Frank A. Golder, Professor of History in the State College 
of Washington. (Washington: Carnegie Institution of Wash- 
ington. 1917. Pp. 177.) 

To the valuable series of Guides to material for American history in 
foreign archives, published under the auspices of the Department of His- 
torical Research in the Carnegie Institution of Washington, a welcome 
addition has been made by Professor Frank A. Golder on the material in 
the Russian archives. 

The Russian archives have been almost completely neglected by stu- 



